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PURPOSE 
 

The referenced Act (current law) is out of date with current practices and unfairly limits the 
ability of Registered Interior Designers in the State of Alabama from practicing their craft and 
conducting business. Current limits on the Scope of Work for Registered Interior Designers do 
not recognize the qualifications and capabilities of the subject practitioners.  
 
It is proposed that the Privileges and restrictions of the practice of Registered Interior Designers 
(RID) be better defined and area (project square footage) and occupancy type limits be lifted for 
the design professionals subject to this Act. Qualifications that the State of Alabama previously 
set, the makeup and operations of the Alabama Board for Registered Interior Designers are not 
changed by these proposed updates; nor are the capabilities of any other design professional 
altered. 
 
GOALS 
Updating of this Alabama statute will allow the expansion of business opportunities for 
Registered Interior Designers in the State of Alabama and allow them to qualify for projects for 
which they currently restricted. The effect of the update will primarily expand the opportunities 
and revenue generation of small businesses in the state. It will also eliminate (or significantly 
curtail) the  current “workarounds” of third party review and sealing of documents which if not 
against the letter of the law, certainly violates the spirit of the law. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

Alabama was the first state to recognize Interior Design as a profession with the passage of the 
“Interior Design Title Act” in 1982. Subsequently in 2010, The Alabama Interior Design 
Registration Act of 2010 was enacted restricting the use of “Registered Interior Designer” (RID) 
and allowing RIDs to seal Construction Documents for commercial spaces up to 2,500 square 
feet in area and of non-assembly occupancy. 
 



 
Since the enactment of that statute, the qualifying exam for recognition as a Registered Interior 
Designer has evolved to require understanding of Building Codes and other Health, Safety and 
Welfare components of the built environment. This has been documented in a joint report by 
the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) and the Council for Interior 
Design Qualification (CIDQ). 
 
The Table of Contents of the current NCIDQ Exam can be found in the Appendix. 
 
In addition, the limitations imposed upon Registered Interior Designers by the current Act not 
only restrict the practices of qualified designers, but it also imposes undue hardship on these 
businesses in their normal operations. Other states have recognized these hardships and have 
modified previous legislation or enacted new laws to address these hardships. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The updates proposed to the Alabama Interior Design Registration Act of 2010 are edits to 
eliminate the area (project square footage) and occupancy type restrictions currently imposed 
upon the business practices of Registered Interior Designers in the State of Alabama. Proposed 
updates are mostly “strike-though” of these limitations with the occasional additional phrasing 
to clarify there are no restrictions on occupancy types. 
 
No changes concerning the requirements set by the State of Alabama to qualify as a Registered 
Interior Designer, the composition, operation or responsibilities of the Alabama Board for 
Registered Interior Designers are included or implied. 
 
CHANGES TO THE NCIDQ EXAM SINCE PASSAGE OF THE ALABAMA ID LAW 
 

The NCIDQ Exam began including ADA requirements after the ADA law passed in 1991. In 2001 
The exam included a section on the IBC codes and in 2010 the exam became 100% focused on 
HSW including specific  IBC codes tested throughout the exam using  an NCIDQ code book 
made of selected  IBC codes 
 

ADA,  egress ,occupancy load calculations and egress requirements,  life safety elements and 
their placement, mechanical , electrical and structural knowledge was tested in the exam content  
using  this NCIDQ code book.   This change came from the Alabama Law passed in 2001 pushing 
NCIDQ to become code focused. 
 

In 2017 the exam became fully digital and at that time included a tab to directly access the ICC 
codes requiring individuals to know how to find and apply the applicable codes for correct 
answers. Building on the codes already being tested, the exam  expanded the scope of material 
tested to include knowledge of wall systems; fire ratings;  occupancy classifications and uses; 
permitting process; high rise buildings; stages and platforms; construction classifications and 
combustible materials; fire walls, barriers and partitions;  vertical openings; shaft enclosures; 
placement of life safety alarm and detection devices; egress components and requirements; 
travel distance; building ht. and areas; stairways; corridors; horizontal exits, ventilation and 
smoke dampers; ducts and transfer openings; elevators and hoistways; plumbing fixture 
calculations; accessible requirements and clearances throughout work, dining, and living  
spaces. 
 

These codes  come from 14 chapters in the ICC code book, 10 sections in the IPC, and 6 chapters 
of the A117.1 Accessible codes. The exam since 2010  has also included more sustainable content 
in the exam.  CIDQ is committed to updating the exam to protect the HSW of the public. (See 
Appendix for verification of ICC code knowledge required and used on the current Exam. ) 



 
INDEPENDENT REPORTS RELEVANT TO THE PROPOSED UPDATES 
 

The proposed updates to the Alabama ID Law are adapted from Model Legislation composed by 
the Interorganizational Council on Regulation. (ICOR 
 

ICOR is currently made up of the Council for Interior Design Qualification (CIDQ), Council of 
Landscape Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB), National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards (NCARB) and National Council of Examiners for Engineering and 
Surveying (NCEES). 
 

In June 2024, ICOR issued its draft report for the regulation and practice of Registered Interior 
Designers. The scope of practice language was developed as a conjunction of the definition of 
Interior Design developed by CIDQ and specific, defined inclusions and exclusions in the 
practice of “registered interior design” developed and recently passed in several state 
legislatures. 
 

Given the political realities behind professional regulation and reasonable regulation of 
interior design, this language is notable because it was developed in collaboration between 
interior design and architecture communities in those states, and all legislation containing this 
language ultimately passed unopposed 
 

In December 2021, the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) 
and the Council for Interior Design Qualification (CIDQ) issued a joint report that 
assesses areas of correlation and distinction between the knowledge, skills, and tasks required 
for competency in the fields of architecture and interior design. NCARB and CIDQ are the 
nonprofit credentialing organizations that administer the Architect Registration Examination® 
(ARE®) and NCIDQ Examinations, respectively. The report’s purpose is to enable a better 
understanding of the two professions’ respective roles and responsibilities when it comes to 
protecting the public’s health, safety, and welfare, ultimately leading to more effective 
collaboration and regulation. 
 

The effort began when NCARB’s FY18 Interior Architecture Work Group was charged with 
comparing “interior design” and “interior architecture” degree programs, and eventually 
expanded to include a comparison of NCARB and CIDQ’s most recent practice analyses. Each 
organization appointed subject matter experts (SMEs) who independently compared practice 
analyses and examination assessment objectives. The SMEs then met to review and explore 
findings, ultimately identifying areas of definite similarity, some similarity, or no similarity. 
 

The report does not advocate that architecture and interior design are interchangeable, should 
be merged, or should become more connected. However, CIDQ and NCARB SMEs found that: 

• The pathways to regulated practice for both architects and interior designers have the 
same basic requirements: Specialized education, relevant professional experience, and 
examination of essential knowledge and skills. In addition, NCARB and CIDQ follow a 
similar, well-established process to determine the requirements for experience and 
examination. 

• Following careful research and discussion, NCARB and CIDQ identified several areas of 
definite similarity between the professions and their respective examinations, as well as 
areas where there is some similarity or no similarity. Areas of no similarity are equally as 
important as areas of some or definite similarity. 

• While similar in practice and required knowledge, architecture and interior design are 
unique and distinct disciplines that both have an important role in protecting the health, 
safety, and welfare of the public within the built environment. 



 
The following charts illustrate the proportion of tasks identified in each organization’s most 
recent practice analysis that have definite, some, and no similarity to tasks identified in the 
other organization’s practice analysis. A Practice Analysis is a scientific study conducted 
periodically with practitioners of a profession to define the knowledge and skills they must 
possess and the tasks they must be able to perform at the time of licensure or credentialing. 

 

These charts illustrate the proportion of each organization’s examination objectives/knowledge 
areas that have definite, some, and no similarity to the other organization’s examination 
objectives/knowledge areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The full Statement from the NCARB and CIDQ can be found in the Appendix. 

American Institute of Architects Statement on Interior Design Licensure 
 

 
 

 

AIA Board Approves the Revised AIA Position on ID Licensure (FAQs) 

• Today, Friday, December 10, 2021, the AIA National Board voted 
[overwhelmingly/unanimously] to update AIA’s current policy position on interior 
designer licensure. The revised stance addresses practice and title in the built 
environment by eliminating AIA’s outright opposition to interior design licensure. 

What does this updated position statement do? 

• This updated position statement brings more focus to the role of the architect and 
provides AIA state components with latitude to discuss the issues and craft a solution 
that best fits its members when they encounter this issue at their respective statehouse 
since each state is different. 

• This revised position also allows AIA more flexibility to negotiate and review possible 
remedies with legislators, regulators, and partner groups. AIA members will be 
encouraged to work with interior designers (and others in the design collaboration team) 
to engage with policymakers on what level of regulation is best for their specific 
profession. 

Why did AIA decide to change its position statement on interior design licensure? 

• The AIA regularly reviews its Directory of Public Policies and Position Statements to 
ensure that they are current and relevant. AIA’s leadership, many AIA component 
executives, and members believe it is past time to refresh AIA’s position on interior 
design licensure. As result, this issue was made a priority by the AIA National Board in 
2020 and an AIA National Interior Design (ID) Task Force was created to internally 
review AIA’s stance. 

The full Statement from the American Institute of Architects can be found in the Appendix. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
EFFECT ON SMALL BUSINESSES 
 

The restrictions imposed by the current Act impose undue restrictions and hardships primarily 
on small interior design practices. These small businesses, which are often women-owned 
enterprises, must incur additional costs to issue Construction Documents of their own making, 
by requiring the seal of a registered architect or engineer for submission to a building authority. 
 

In and of itself, this practice skirts the intent if not the letter of the law, which requires the 
sealing professional to have been in reasonable charge of the development of the drawings. The 
updates proposed to this Act will eliminate this practice. 
 

It should be noted that in many instances, Registered Interior Designers are now serving as the 
primary design professionals for the restricted (by the current Law) occupancies. RIDs in 
Alabama design and produce Construction Documents for healthcare, worship, performing arts 
and other assembly occupancy types for public and private sector clients. Under the current Act, 
these RIDs must either align themselves with a registered architect or engineer, or separately 
retain one at their expense to issue their documents for permit and construction. 
 

The proposed update will eliminate this practice and places responsibility with the RID. 
 
APPENDIX 
 

The attached reports are referenced in the Position Paper. 
 
The joint report from the National Council of Architectural Registration Boards (NCARB) and 
the Council for Interior Design Qualification (CIDQ) can be found here: 
 

https://www.cidq.org/hsw 
 
The American Institute of Architects (AIA) Statement can be found here: 
 

https://www.asid.org/lib24watch/files/pdf/15469 
 
NCIDQ EXAM – Table of Contents 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cidq.org/hsw
https://www.asid.org/lib24watch/files/pdf/15469


 
Examples compiled by the Council for Interior Design Qualification (CIDQ) 
 

The NCIDQ Exam is the industry standard (and required in Alabama) for interior design 
certification and ensures candidates who pass the exam are well qualified to protect the health, 
safety, and welfare of the public through practice. Each of the exam’s three sections covers 
myriad subjects essential to the protection of the public, including the ability to understand and 
apply building codes and standards, including relevant sections of the International Building 
Codes. Here you will find details and insight on what building code topics are covered in each 
section of the exam, as well as sample practice questions created by subject matter experts that 
help create the NCIDQ Exam. 
 

Each of the exam’s three sections covers myriad subjects essential to the protection of the public, 
including fire safety issues and information. 

The building codes establish minimum requirements to provide a reasonable degree of safety 
from fire in buildings and structures. NCIDQ Certificate holders protect the public from building 
fires by applying building codes and their requirements to their designs. 

Here you will find details and insight on which topics of life and fire safety code are covered in 
each section of the exam, as well as sample practice questions created by subject matter experts 
that help create the NCIDQ Exam. 
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ABOUT AIDC AND THE AUTHOR 

The Alabama Interior Design Coalition (AIDC) is a not-for-profit, all volunteer organization 
whose mission is to inform consumers about Interior Design registration and serves to protect 
the legislative safeguards for Registered Interior Designers who practice in the State of Alabama. 
AIDC members include practicing professionals in design firms, independent designers, allied 
industry professionals, interior design faculty and design students. AIDC serves as an advocate 
for the Registered Interior Design profession in Alabama.  

Alabama Interior Design Coalition 

PO Box 130484 

Birmingham, AL  35213 

https://www.al-aidc.org/ 

 

Jim Griffo, AIA, IIDA, is president of AIDC. Jim is both a Registered Architect (#3439) and 
Registered Interior Designer (#113) in the State of Alabama. He practiced Architecture and 
Interior Design with a large commercial A&E firm, Gresham Smith, in Birmingham for 27 years. 
Upon his semi-retirement he began serving as an Adjunct Professor at Samford University in the 
Department of Architecture and Interior Design. 

Jim can be contacted at: 

JGriffo@Charter.net 

205.937.5391 

https://www.al-aidc.org/
mailto:JGriffo@Charter.net

